Checklist for Houston, Texas Resident Preparing a Last Will & Testament
For discussion with your Texas estate-planning attorney
Note: This checklist is for organizing information for your lawyer. It is not legal advice. Texas requirements and personal circumstances vary, so your attorney should confirm what applies to you.

Personal and Family Information
	Item
	Information / Notes for Lawyer
	My Details / Answer
	Done

	Full legal name, aliases, and prior names
	Include exact spelling as on government ID and prior legal names, if any.
	
	☐

	Current Houston/Harris County address
	Include homestead address and mailing address if different.
	
	☐

	Date and place of birth
	Useful for identifying you clearly in estate documents.
	
	☐

	Marital status
	Single, married, divorced, widowed, separated, common-law/informal marriage concerns.
	
	☐

	Spouse information
	Full legal name, contact details, citizenship/residency status if relevant.
	
	☐

	Children and descendants
	List biological, adopted, stepchildren, deceased children, and grandchildren.
	
	☐

	Prior marriages or divorce decrees
	Bring divorce decrees, marital agreements, and obligations to former spouse/children.
	
	☐

	Dependents or vulnerable beneficiaries
	Minor children, disabled adults, elderly dependents, or anyone receiving government benefits.
	
	☐



Goals for the Will
	Item
	Information / Notes for Lawyer
	My Details / Answer
	Done

	Main objectives
	Who should inherit, who should not inherit, and any special wishes.
	
	☐

	Specific gifts
	Cash gifts, jewelry, vehicles, heirlooms, firearms, art, pets, or sentimental items.
	
	☐

	Residuary estate plan
	Who receives everything not specifically listed.
	
	☐

	Alternate beneficiaries
	Who receives property if a beneficiary dies before you.
	
	☐

	Disinheritance or unequal gifts
	Explain reasons to your lawyer to reduce ambiguity or disputes.
	
	☐

	Charitable gifts
	Legal charity name, address, EIN if known, gift amount or percentage.
	
	☐

	No-contest clause preference
	Ask lawyer whether appropriate under Texas law.
	
	☐



Executors and Fiduciaries
	Item
	Information / Notes for Lawyer
	My Details / Answer
	Done

	Proposed independent executor
	Full name, relationship, address, phone, email.
	
	☐

	Backup executor(s)
	At least one alternate is strongly recommended.
	
	☐

	Independent administration preference
	Texas wills commonly request independent administration without bond if appropriate.
	
	☐

	Bond preference
	Discuss whether executor should serve without bond.
	
	☐

	Potential conflicts
	Executor who is also beneficiary, family disputes, out-of-state executor, or creditor issues.
	
	☐

	Digital executor/contact
	Person to manage digital assets, passwords, cloud accounts, and devices if permitted.
	
	☐



Minor Children and Guardianship
	Item
	Information / Notes for Lawyer
	My Details / Answer
	Done

	Guardian of the person
	Who should raise minor children if both parents are unavailable.
	
	☐

	Backup guardian(s)
	Provide alternates in order of preference.
	
	☐

	Guardian of the estate/trustee
	Person to manage assets for minors; may be different from child guardian.
	
	☐

	Children’s ages and needs
	Education, health, religion, location, special care instructions.
	
	☐

	Excluded guardians
	Anyone you specifically do not want appointed, and why.
	
	☐

	Trust for minors
	Age or milestones for distributions; education, health, maintenance, support.
	
	☐



Assets to Review with Lawyer
	Item
	Information / Notes for Lawyer
	My Details / Answer
	Done

	Primary residence / homestead
	Address, deed, mortgage, ownership type, property tax status.
	
	☐

	Other real estate
	Rental, vacation, inherited, mineral, or out-of-state property.
	
	☐

	Bank accounts
	Bank name, approximate balance, joint owners, payable-on-death designations.
	
	☐

	Brokerage/investment accounts
	Account names, beneficiaries/TOD designations, approximate values.
	
	☐

	Retirement accounts
	401(k), IRA, pension, beneficiary designations.
	
	☐

	Life insurance
	Carrier, policy type, face amount, beneficiary designations.
	
	☐

	Business interests
	LLC, corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, buy-sell agreements.
	
	☐

	Vehicles, boats, aircraft
	Titleholder, loans, location, intended recipient.
	
	☐

	Valuable personal property
	Jewelry, firearms, collectibles, art, antiques, equipment.
	
	☐

	Oil, gas, and mineral interests
	Leases, royalty statements, deeds, division orders.
	
	☐

	Cryptocurrency and digital assets
	Wallets, exchanges, seed phrase custody, access plan.
	
	☐

	Expected inheritances or claims
	Pending probate, lawsuit, settlement, or other rights.
	
	☐



Debts, Taxes, and Obligations
	Item
	Information / Notes for Lawyer
	My Details / Answer
	Done

	Mortgage and home equity loans
	Lender, balance, co-borrowers.
	
	☐

	Credit cards and personal loans
	Major debts and guaranties.
	
	☐

	Medical debts or long-term care obligations
	Current or anticipated obligations.
	
	☐

	Child support, alimony, or divorce obligations
	Bring court orders or agreements.
	
	☐

	Tax issues
	Unfiled returns, IRS notices, property tax deferrals, estate tax concerns.
	
	☐

	Business debts or personal guarantees
	Loans, leases, guarantees, pending claims.
	
	☐



Non-Probate Transfers to Coordinate
	Item
	Information / Notes for Lawyer
	My Details / Answer
	Done

	Beneficiary designations
	Retirement, life insurance, annuities; ensure they match estate plan.
	
	☐

	Payable-on-death / transfer-on-death accounts
	Bank and brokerage account designations.
	
	☐

	Joint accounts and survivorship rights
	Confirm whether assets pass outside the will.
	
	☐

	Transfer on death deed
	Ask lawyer whether suitable for Texas real estate.
	
	☐

	Trusts
	Existing revocable/irrevocable trusts and trustee information.
	
	☐

	Community property survivorship agreement
	If married, ask whether useful or already in place.
	
	☐



Healthcare, Financial, and End-of-Life Documents to Ask About
	Item
	Information / Notes for Lawyer
	My Details / Answer
	Done

	Medical power of attorney
	Names healthcare agent and alternates.
	
	☐

	Directive to physicians / living will
	End-of-life treatment preferences.
	
	☐

	HIPAA release
	Allows named people to access medical information.
	
	☐

	Statutory durable power of attorney
	Financial agent for lifetime incapacity, separate from will.
	
	☐

	Declaration of guardian
	Names preferred guardian if court guardianship is ever needed.
	
	☐

	Disposition of remains
	Burial/cremation and who controls arrangements.
	
	☐

	Organ donation and funeral instructions
	Record preferences and location of prepaid plans.
	
	☐



Documents to Bring or Send to Lawyer
	Item
	Information / Notes for Lawyer
	My Details / Answer
	Done

	Current or prior wills/codicils
	Include all signed copies and drafts if relevant.
	
	☐

	Trust documents
	Revocable trust, irrevocable trust, amendments.
	
	☐

	Deeds and property tax statements
	Especially Houston/Harris County homestead property.
	
	☐

	Account statements
	Recent statements for banks, investments, retirement, insurance.
	
	☐

	Business governing documents
	Operating agreement, shareholder agreement, partnership agreement.
	
	☐

	Prenuptial/postnuptial/community property agreements
	Also include divorce decrees.
	
	☐

	Beneficiary designation confirmations
	Retirement, insurance, TOD/POD accounts.
	
	☐

	List of usernames/digital assets location
	Do not email passwords unless lawyer gives secure method.
	
	☐



Questions for the Lawyer
	Item
	Information / Notes for Lawyer
	My Details / Answer
	Done

	Does my will need a self-proving affidavit?
	Ask how Texas execution formalities will be handled.
	
	☐

	Should my executor serve independently and without bond?
	Common Texas probate planning point.
	
	☐

	Do I need a trust?
	For minors, privacy, disability planning, out-of-state property, or complex assets.
	
	☐

	How should community property be addressed?
	Important for married Texas residents.
	
	☐

	Will any assets bypass the will?
	Confirm non-probate transfers and beneficiary designations.
	
	☐

	What should I do after signing?
	Storage, copies, informing executor, future updates.
	
	☐

	When should I update the will?
	Marriage, divorce, birth/adoption, death, move, major asset change.
	
	☐



Prepared for personal organization before meeting with a Texas estate-planning attorney. Last updated: 14 May 2026.
